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he was influenced perhaps by a previous Chief Tuberculosis 
Officer in Belfast: in April 1919 Andrew Trimble entertained 
the members of the Belfast Natural History and Philosophical 
Society with an address on ‘The Romance of Tuberculosis’20, 
at a juncture when it was the primary cause of death in the 
Western world and the most dreaded chronic communicable 
disease21.  Brice  died  on  15  June  1975  at  the  age  of  80, 
survived by his wife and two sons, both of whom followed in 
his footsteps into medicine6.
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REqUEST FOR INFORMATION ON wOMEN 
MEDICAL STUDENTS.
Dear Editor,
I am a second-year history of medicine PhD student at 
the  National  University  of  Ireland,  Galway,  studying 
early women medical students and doctors in Ireland in 
the period 1877-1922. My PhD thesis examines attitudes 
towards women in medicine in Ireland in the late 19th and 
early 20th century. In addition, a major part of my project 
involves the creation of a collective biography of the social 
backgrounds, experiences and subsequent careers of early 
women medical graduates of Irish institutions. I would like 
to hear from any Ulster Medical Journal readers who might 
have a relative who was an early Irish woman doctor who 
trained at one of the Irish universities in the period 1880-
1930. These institutions include Queen’s College Galway, 
Queen’s College Cork, Queen’s College Belfast, the Royal 
College of Physicians, the Royal College of Surgeons, the 
Catholic University (later University College Dublin) and 
Trinity College Dublin, although I am also interested in Irish 
women doctors who trained abroad. 
If any readers happen to know of any historical sources 
such as the letters or diaries of Irish women doctors or 
information relating to Irish women in medicine, I would 
be interested to hear from them. I would be particularly 
interested in meeting descendants of early Irish women 
doctors so that I might be able to include their relatives’ 
personal stories in my work All replies I receive will be 
responded to in complete confidentiality.
Contact details: Laura Kelly, (PhD student), Department of 
History, National University of Ireland, Galway, University 
Road, Galway, Ireland.
irishwomendoctors@googlemail.com  